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that we generally call them self-evident truths.
Considering how many assumptions are involved
even in the very structure of language itself; how
we are led into all kinds of difficulties by the essen-
tial instrument of thought, which has been fashioned
by the unconscious logic of our ancestors; it is not
strange that the best that can be said of philosophies
is, that they represent convenient working hypotheses.
That, at least, seems to be a liberal view of their
logical value. In another sense they are really to be
considered as poetry, rather than as logic. They are
modes of presenting certain conceptions of the world
by apparently logical formulas, instead of by concrete
imagery; but, substantially, they represent the emo-
tions with which men regard their dwelling place,
and are radically imperfect if we insist upon con-
sidering them as providing us with correct plans and
drawings of its various arrangements.

Let us look for a moment at another set of reflec-
tions upon which Mr. Balfour touches. What has
been the influence of these systems upon men's
lives ? Have these provisional constructions, these
fluctuating, conflicting, unstable combinations of
pretentious formulae, really decided or directed the
course of human history ? It would seem so, if you
read certain histories of philosophy, They seem to
suggest that the hinge upon which all the course of